Validity of a mother's history of measles in children: a review of Indian literature.
A review of the available information on the validity of a mother's history of measles in children and its importance in Indian context is presented. A history of measles was found to have a median sensitivity (SN) of about 60% (n = 6; range 33-75) and a median specificity (SP) of about 95% (n = 5; range 79-100). A subclinical infection seems to be the most plausible explanation for the low SN. Two mechanisms for the development of subclinical infection have been suggested: (i) In infants, exposure to the virus in the households when maternal antibodies are just sufficient to prevent the disease but not the infection. (ii) In older children, exposure to a mild dose of virus outside the households. However, due to the misclassification of non measles cases as measles, the SN increases and SP decreases as the child grows older. The implications of low SN, high SP and varying predictive values of the mother's history of measles are discussed.